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Key Vocabulary 

The Gunpowder Plot 

Houses of 

Parliament 

The building in London that 

the plotters hoped to blow 

up 

Gunpowder An explosive powder 

King James I The king at the time of the 

plot. The plotters hoped to 

kill him and his government 

Plot A secret plan to do 

something against the law 

or harmful to others 

Treason  Planning to do something 

to hurt the king or queen 

Key Facts 
The Gunpowder Plot 

What was the Gunpowder Plot? The Gunpowder Plot was a plan 

to kill the king and his government 

by blowing up the Houses of 

Parliament. 

When was the Gunpowder Plot? The plot was meant to take place 

on 5th November 1605. 

Who was involved in the 

Gunpowder Plot?  

Guy Fawkes is most commonly 

associated with the plot. Robert 

Catesby and Thomas Percy are 2 

other significant individuals 

involved in the plot.  

How do we remember the plot 

today? 

King James wanted people to 

celebrate his survival and the 

failure of the plot so people lit 

bonfires and burnt ‘Guys.’ Today 

we still light bonfires to celebrate 

on the 5th November.   



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Questions for the topic: 

1. Where is London on a map of the United 

Kingdom? 

2. When was the Gunpowder Plot? 

3. Who is the man most often associated 

with the Gunpowder Plot? 

4. Name 2 other people involved in the 

plot. 

5. Which building did the plotters plan to 

blow up? 

6. How do we remember the plot today? 

Key People 

  

Guy Fawkes 1570-1606 

He was responsible for 

attempting to blow up the 

Houses of Parliament and kill the 

king as part of the Gunpowder 

Plot. He was discovered in a 

cellar with 36 barrels of 

gunpowder by the king’s 

guards and was arrested.  

King James I 

James I was the king at the time 

of the plot. The plotters wanted 

to kill him because they had 

different religious beliefs. 

The Gunpowder Plot (1605) on a timeline 


