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Where did the Maya and Aztecs live? 

The Maya civilisation occupied a wide 

territory that included southeastern 

Mexico and northern Central America. 

This area included the entire Yucatán Peninsula and all of the territory 

now in the modern countries of Guatemala and Belize, as well as the 

western portions of Honduras and El Salvador. The Aztecs lived 

in central Mexico, primarily in and around the Valley of Mexico. Their 

capital, Tenochtitlan, was located on an island in Lake Texcoco, which is 

now the site of Mexico City. 

These are some of the 

books we will be 

focusing on for our 

literacy work – ‘The 

Great Kapok Tree’ and 

‘The Rainplayer’.   



A timeline of the Maya Civilization:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A timeline of the Aztec Empire: 

 

 

The Maya Civilization did not have 

one person in power ‘king’. Each 

city-state had their own leader 

and followed their own rules/ 

regulations. Each state had a 

hierarchy structure like this: 

 

The fall of the Aztecs and Maya is linked to the Spanish Conquest, 

which was led by Hernan Cortes. 

         

 

The Aztecs had a similar structure to the Maya in each of their cities. 

However, what made them an empire was that they had one king who 

ruled over the whole empire. This king was whoever was the leader of 

the capital city, Tenochtitlan. 

  

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zqv6msg#:~:text=The%20Maya%20people%20are%20remembered%20for%20amazing%20creations%2C,that%20the%20Maya%20invented%20the%20idea%20of%20%27zero%27.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0078v16/clips
https://www.ducksters.com/history/aztec_maya_inca.php

