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Curriculum Letter










Dear Parents,

Happy New Year! We hope you have had a wonderful Christmas holiday and are ready for our exciting new term. Our learning theme for this half term is ‘China.’ Below is an outline of what we will be learning and some ways that you can help support your child’s learning at home. 

We have started our topic by immersing in The Willow Pattern story and plate design. The children have been exploring watercolour techniques and are applying these in their own Willow Pattern plate designs.

Supporting learning at home
There are many ways to support your child at home; below are a few examples:

· Encourage your child to read as often as possible.  The children will have a reading book from school, however please encourage them to read as wide a range of genres as possible. For instance, they could read their class reading book and also read non-fiction books, or websites, about China or about our science topic of ‘Light’. 
· Support your child to learn their spellings every week. We will be exploring a range of strategies in class that your child will be able to share with you. 
· Use websites like Hit the Button, Daily 10 and Times Tables Rock Stars (see links below) to help your child to practice the current maths topic, or to help them to learn their multiplication tables. 
· Encourage your children to continue to take pride in their appearance by wearing the correct uniform to school. 
· Ensure that your child has a healthy fruit snack and a bottle of water in class every day. 
· If possible, please send an old shirt (adult-size) with your child’s name in to use as an Art shirt for when we are painting. This Art shirt will then be kept in your child’s locker ready for any messy Art lessons.  We do have some Art shirts in school that your child may borrow, but we cannot guarantee one for every child. 

PE Kit
During this term our PE lesson will be on Tuesday and Thursday. The weather during January and February can be quite cold. Please can you ensure that your child’s PE kit contains the appropriate outdoor PE kit (e.g. warm top, tracksuit bottoms and trainers) in addition to the normal kit of t-shirt and shorts. Thank you.  

Dates for the Diary

· Friday 19th January - Y3 cake sale
· Wednesday 7th February and Thursday 8th February – Parents’  Meetings
· Please note that our spelling test day is moving to Wednesday. 

Please do not hesitate to speak to us if you have any queries. The class email is year3@barfordstpeters.co.uk

The Year Three Team




English



In English we will be learning:

· To identify the features of a traditional tale
· To use descriptions to create vivid characters
· To use direct speech to show characterization
· To start to use paragraphs to structure our writing
· To edit and improve our writing, especially by using a wider range of conjunctions
· To use adverbs to express time, place and cause (for example, then, next, soon, therefore)
· To use prepositions to express time and place
· To retell traditional Chinese folktales
· To write our own poems to celebrate Chinese New Year
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To create our own versions of traditional Chinese folktales to perform using shadow puppets at the end of this topic


Examples of texts which support the learning in our topic are:

· The Magic Paintbrush by Julia Donaldson
· The Willow Pattern Story 
· The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman
· Plus reference books and websites to discover facts about the human and physical geography of China



Maths




In Maths we will be learning:

· To use a range of strategies to help with the recall of our multiplication facts
· To multiply two-digit numbers by one-digit numbers
· To divide two-digit numbers by one-digit numbers
· To solve problems involving scaling
· To measure and compare a variety of lengths
· To use meters, centimeters and millimeters
· To calculate the perimeter of simple 2-D shapes
· To tell the time to the nearest minute using both analogue and digital clocks 


Useful websites:

· https://ttrockstars.com
· Daily 10 - Mental Maths Challenge - Topmarks 
· Hit the Button - Quick fire maths practise for 6-11 year olds (topmarks.co.uk)




Science
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In Science we will be learning about ‘Light.’  We will explore light sources and reflective surfaces. We will find out how shadows are formed and use this knowledge to create our own shadow puppets.







Spanish
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In Spanish this half term we will be revising our vocabulary from last half-term and starting our new topic called, ‘Seasons.’ 
















Art
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In Art this half term we will be using a range of painting techniques. First we will create Willow Pattern Plates by using watercolour painting techniques. Then we will use poster paints to paint vibrant dragon heads. 
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In Music we will be continuing with our brass lessons. We are learning about pitch, rhythm and how to create the different notes on our particular brass instrument. We are learning to play trumpets, cornets and euphoniums. 


Computing
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In Computing we will be learning to use search technologies effectively. Our focus will be Internet Safety, including how to use the internet safely, respectfully and responsibly and how to recognise acceptable and unacceptable behaviours.









Geography
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In Geography we will be learning about the location of China, how vast the country and how varied the terrain is. We will explore the Yangtze River and the Yellow River. We will also find out about Chinese New Year. 












R.E.
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In R.E. we will consider the question, ‘Why do people pray?’ We will discuss how Christians and Muslims pray. We will also be thinking about the different reasons for prayer and the different types of prayer. 












Relationships & Health Education
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In R.H.E. we will be continuing our topic, ‘Health and Wellbeing’.  We will explore ways to keep healthy, including dental health. We will also be learning to recognise our emotions and use the Zones of Regulation. 





P.E.
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Our P.E. topics this half term are gymnastics and HIIT. We will be using a range of HIIT exercises to try to improve our fitness levels. Whilst in gymnastics we will be improving our flexibility, balance and control.
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